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President’s Message 
By JASON PAKFAR,  

President 
from various civilian pilots.   
 
It’s already July! Time sure flies when you 
are having a good time. 
I wanted to thank Mr. Ricc Bieber for 
running a fine ROG event on the June club 
meeting and also the folks that 
participated. 
To recap on last months meeting with the FAA, I did not receive any 
complaints from the  
Van Nuys tower about any altitude  violations this month. I am glad 
that the Van Nuys Airport Operations is now keeping a log of all 
offences or lack of it, so we can get an idea of how bad the stated 
problem really is. I am glad to know that my sense of urgency in this 
matter is shared by most of our members. 
 
Due to some family issues, Mr. Bob Wilkari, “the Club Secretary” has 
requested to resign from his position. If you are interested in this 
position, please contact me for more details.  I am also looking to add 
an electric Director position to our collection of board members. As I 
look around the field, I notice that we are living and flying in a highly 
polarized environment. We have an environment that is  , Electric or 
Helicopter, Giant scale or Small Scale, Jet or Glow, Scale or sport, 
Racer or sport flyer. We use all these words that demonstrate our level 
of polarization. I believe more than ever, we need great leaders of 
exceptional character an fantastic skills who will step up and bridge 
that gap and say, 
“ you know what, We are all RC Flyer”. We are people who should get 
along and work together to move forward in a mutually benefiting 
ways. I believe as we become those people, we will experience great 
success, as I don’t believe there is success in polarization.  
 
Mr. Dave Sweany managed to secure an appointment for me with Mr. 
Juan Gago of the Department of Recreations and Parks a few days 
ago. We met at the field and did a walk through of the facility. They 
agreed to turn our sprinklers on so the field should start becoming 
green again. We also talked about the electric and Heli area. Despite 
their previous promises, they did not want the club to take care of the 
concrete pad for the electric pitting area, north of the sheds. They 
wanted to bring out a few contractors to bid on the entire project. I 
indicated that the concrete was being donated to the club and the club 
could not afford paying for a 30’ X 100’   concrete pad. They agreed to 

pick up the whole tab of paving the electric and helicopter pitting 
areas. 
I wanted to thank Mr. Willie Gardner for doing such a fine job at 
installing the U-Control area signs. 
 
Remember that the club meeting this month is going to be at the field 
for a night of night flying. We will take control of the facility at 4:00PM 
and will fly till 10:00PM. Install a few LED lights or tape some glow 
sticks to your airplane and come on out. This is a no fee event and all 
you will need is your AMA Card. We will have Pizza and Soda  
available. August will be a very busy month. We will have 2 major 
events. The first one will be LA Jets Summer 2007 on August 4th and 
5th .  Based on all the Pre Registrations, I believe it will be a busy 
event. We will also have the Scale Masters Qualifier on august, 17th, 
18th and 19th . 
Till nest time, Happy Flying. 
 
Happy Flying 
 
 
 

P o s i t i o n Name Phone Email Address 

President 

Jason Pakfar 818-206-
5777 

jason@pakfar.us 

Vice President 

Chuck 
Thompson 

818-360-
4346 

chuckthompson@mac.com 

Treasurer 

Gregg 
Fullington 

818-631-
8347 

greggdeb@ca.rr.com 

Secretary 

Bob Wiikari  818-992-
0293 

rwiikari@earthlink.net 

Hospitality 

Ricc Bieber 818-497-
4567 

ricc@bieberlc.com 

Program Director 

David Tarlau 818-590-
6745 

david@tarlau.com 

Event Director 

George Finch 310-459-
1577 

gwfinch@aol.com 

Newsletter Editor 

Fred Abajo 818-878-
9353 

frabajo@sbcglobal.net 

Flight Coordinator 

George Finch 310-459-
1577 

gwfinch@aol.com 

Field Manager 

Dave 
Sweany 

818-361-
4277 

demflyer@msn.com 

Membership 

Gary Stevens 818-830-
1101 

glstevens@verizon.net 

Public Relations 

Sam Gengo 310-318-
1049 

thevalleyflyer@yahoo.com 

Safety Officer 

Stephen Fine 818-298-
9542 

sfineproducts@aol.com 

Helicopter Director 

Eric Pacheco 805-402-
7716 

eric@airworksrc.com 

Jet Director 

Billy Edwards 818-710-
8172 

wedwards@socal.rr.com 

Webmaster 

Patrick 
Ashour 

818-521-
6658 

patrick@valleyflyers.com 

Media Director 

Cliff 
Sonnentag 

818-558-
1157 

Clifford@bobeproductions.co 
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General Meeting Minutes                              
6/26/2007 
 

ROG Contest 
 

-See June 2007 Valley Flyer for full details. 
 

Board Meeting Minutes                                

7/3/07                                  
By CHUCK THOMPSON                         

Vice President 

 
• The Valley Flyers Board Meeting for July was 

called to order 7:00 PM by President Jason 

Pakfar.  
• Board Members present included Jason Pakfar, 

Chuck Thompson, George Finch, David Tarlau, 

Ricc Beiber, Dave Sweany, Fred Abajo, Gary 

Stevens, Gregg Fullington, Eric Pacheco and 
Stephen Fine. Absent were Sam Gengo, Billy 

Edwards, and Clifford Sonnentag. 
• The meeting started with a discussion regarding 

a meeting with the FAA at Van Nuys Tower 
attended by George Finch and Jason Pakfar. 
More information will appear in the newsletter. 

• Ricc will take on the arrangements for the 
holiday party. 

• David mentioned that the program for the next 
meeting is the night fly. August program is TBD. 

• Chuck needs workers for the upcoming race. 
Board approves an expendature of $500 for club 
tshirts. Chuck will contact AMA regarding an 
update on the Whittier AMA Field program. 

• George and Sam are working with students.  
• Joe Kelly donated some electric kits and parts. 

These may be available for sale at the next 
meeting.  

• A preliminary discussion of next year's events. 
George will start working on the schedule.  

• Gary reports membership is at 167. 
• Ricc will arrange for pizza at the Night Fly 

meeting, July 24th. 
• The meeting was adjourned at 9:33 PM. 

• A secretary is needed. Nominations are 

welcome.  

• Dave said that some work had been done to the 

broken sprinklers. He is installing a better 
locking mechanism for the shed to make the 

doors seal and make it higher security. New 

member Ray Davis donated a 12v refrigerator 
for the field. Dave will purchase a note board 

near the charging station. Ricc will discuss the 
prospect of getting an AED for the field.  

• Eric will work with Dave to get the heli area 

signs posted. 

• The meeting was adjourned at 9:33 PM. 
 

 

Hovers CornerHovers CornerHovers CornerHovers Corner    
By Eric Pacheco 

Helicopter Director 

 
Greeting and Salutations readers,  

 
The helicopter section of the field is building. Did you 

know or were you part of the growth? If you were not 

aware, come on down and be part of the fun.  We are 
located west of the main pit area and just south of the 

honey wagon.   
 

Aug. 31-Sept. 2nd will be our annual event “The La 
Classic ’07”. The main function of the event is to 

welcome new comers and season flyers alike to the Los 

Angeles area.  This event provides a forum for the local 
retailers and distributors to have fun filled weekend with 

us under the sun in beautiful mid town Van Nuys.  The 
event allows an open forum to the public to view a 

spectacular show consisting of some of the world’s best 

pilots and latest gizmos for the hobby. We always 
encourage an all included family atmosphere and 

encourage you to bring the kiddies too.  Please keep fido 
on a leash and the patriots on the shoulder though as to 

not stir the famous Rick Rib at lunch please.  We are 
also looking for volunteers that would like to partake in 

the event by running a contest or dishing up food.  All 

volunteers will be rewarded handsomely.  You may 
contact any of our officials to arrange your spot by e-

mail or phone at the board listings or contact me directly 
at eric@airworksrc.com or (805) 402-7716 .  
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MMMMembership Newsembership Newsembership Newsembership News    
By GARY STEVENS 

Membership Director 
 
Our current club membership is currently 
standing at 170 members. Please help me welcome 
the following 11 members who have joined in June 
and July: Stephen Jordan, Scott Baxter, H. Pat 
Ziliak, Richard Neal, Glenn Hansen, Scott 
Campbell, Luvino Vitancol, Elias Rojas, Ray Davis, 
Mathew Lynn and Avi Melman. To attain our 
President’s goal of 200 members, we only have 5 ½ 
months to go.  
 

ClassifiedsClassifiedsClassifiedsClassifieds    
 

 

Contest Directors Needed  

If you have been a member of the AMA for at least three 
years, you to can be a Contest Director.  Advantages: 

You can get a four or less digit AMA number.  You can 

get a portion of your AMA dues free. 
   

E-mail George Finch for further instructions. 
 

A Call for Help from the Piloting 
Membership 
By Public Relations Director, Sam Gengo 
 

Greetings Friends and Fellow Model Aviation Pilots!  How 

would you like to fly your model airplane or helicopter 
over a farmer’s corn fields?  Imagine pitting in the 

warmth of a beautiful sunny July day, away from the 
hoards of “weekenders” at the Basin, under a shaded 

canopy, taking off from a smooth dirt road, and making 
passes or doing aerobatics over a gorgeous crop of 

delicious sweet corn stalks!  And not pay for a drop of 

glow fuel the whole time... On the weekend of July 27, 
28, and 29th, you may do just that!   All the while 

earning credit towards the year-end annual Workers’ 
Raffle!  Where?  Why?  I knew you’d be curious, so let 

me explain...   

 

July is time for the First Annual...  

Moorpark – Flying "Over-the-Corn" Weekend 

 

I was invited to visit a farm in Moorpark a couple of 

weekends ago.  In short, we’ve been asked if we would 

have some of the Valley Flyers bring some aircraft out 

the weekend of July 27-29 to fly over the corn crops to 

chase off the birds during the day.  A neighboring Dog 

Agility training facility is hosting their equivalent of the 

"Howard Reed" (but with over 100 participants!) that 

weekend.  Without our help, the farmer resorts to the 

use of "Bird Bombs" which are essentially fire crackers 

launched from a .22 caliber "Starter's Pistol" that result 

in a terribly loud report over the corn, scaring the dogs 

as well as the birds!  

 

I took a test flight over the corn with an electric and it 

was quite doable.  Two long, intersecting, dirt roads 

provide opportunities for take-off & landing of even 

larger planes.  Helicopters (especially larger electrics) 

may be good as well.  Most electric (non-ducted fan) 

planes and any glow engine airplanes (with mufflers) 

that can take off and land on dirt/grass roads should be 

fine.  The club will provide glow fuel and 12V batteries 

for your dc chargers on site.  Feel free to sport 

streamers on your plane.  Silver, Red, and Rainbow are 

good, sparkly colors.  Even lightweight tape from a VCR 

cassette (do they still make those?) may be reflective 

enough in the sunlight to ward off the scavengers of the 

corn.  The aircraft and streamers will be much easier on 



The Valley Flyer July 2007 

57th Anniversary - 4 - 
 

the ears of people, birds, and especially our canine 

competitors.   

 

Are you game for that weekend?  The farm is along Hwy 

23 off the 101, about a half-hour or so drive from the 

field; so for folks who live West of the basin, the 

commute is even less.  We are asking for volunteers that 

can fly half or full days on that Friday, Saturday, or 

Sunday or any combination.  No organized events are 

scheduled for Apollo XI field those days.  Let me know if 

you can make any or all of the dates.  I will also have a 

sign-up at the Club meeting on July 24th at the field.  

Kristy, the lady who runs the dog competition, is willing 

to give the Club a donation for the 3-day service (Jason 

Pakfar is in contact regarding the details of this aspect) 

and she will provide the pilots with morning 

refreshments, lunch, and an "Easy Up" canopy or two 

for shading our "pit" area.  We’ll take a couple of club 

coolers and have ice available.  Any other suggestions, 

let me know. 

 

Sounds like a fun "change of venue" for a weekend day 

or two (or all three) of flying!  Let me know if you are 

interested or have any questions.  Please send email to 

thevalleyflyer@yahoo.com or contact me by phone 310-

318-1049. 

 

Regards, 

-- Sam Gengo 

 

 
Figure 1 Ricc Bieber, Scale Champion 

 

What you missed if you missed the June 
meeting: Photos by Chuck Thompson 
 

 
Figure 2 Bob Tarlau gives some advice at the flight line. 
 

 
Figure 3 Skill and determination rule the day. 
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2007 Schedule of Events 
Board Meetings 
Board meetings are held on the first Tuesday of each month. 
 

2007 Schedule 

January 2nd July 3rd 

February 6th August 7th 

March 6th September 4th 

April 3rd October 2nd 

May 1st November 6th 

June 5th December 4th 

Club Meetings 

Club meetings are held on the 4th Tuesday of each month at 7:30 PM. 
 

Please bring a few extra dollars for refreshments and raffle tickets. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

�We have the Meeting Hall reserved until 9:30 PM on 

meeting nights so we have plenty of time for Show & Tell! 
 

2007 Club Meeting Schedule 

January 23rd July 24th –Field Nite Fly 
February 27th August 28th 

March 27th September 25th 

April 24th October 23rd 
May 22nd November 27th- Raffle 

June   26th DDeecceemmbbeerr  PPaarrttyy  !!  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

  

  

  

    

Notice of Meetings for the Sepulveda Basin Users 
 

To confirm schedule date & time: 
(818) 756-8189 

Quarterly Meetings are the following dates: 
 

January XX 7 PM 
April XX 7 PM 
July XX 7 PM 
October XX 7 PM 

 
The meetings give the club a voice to the City Recreation 
and Parks for our flying field.  For more information on 
attending a meeting, see any of the Valley Flyers Board 
members. 

SUPPORT THE HOBBY SHOPS THAT SUPPORT YOUR CLUB! 
      
eHobbies.com 14325 Alondra Blvd.,  La Mirada, CA 90638 (877) eHobbies (346-2243) 
Brian Carlevato 
 

Valley Flyers Online discount will be deducted in the shopping cart by using link from the Valley Flyers website. 

Evett’s Model Shop 1636 Ocean Park Blvd.,  Santa Monica CA 90405 (310) 452-2720 
Colby Evett  (Mon, Tue, Wed, Thu, Fri, Sat 11-5:30); (Sun 10-1)  
   
eHobby House 17721 Vanowen Street,  Reseda, CA (818) 609-1968 
   
Hobby Lobby 3512 W.   Victory Blvd.,  Burbank, CA  91505 (818) 842-5062 
Tony and Addie (Tue, Wed, Thu, Fri, Sat 10-6:30); (Mon & Sun Closed)  
   
Hobby People  5541 Balboa Blvd.,  Encino, CA  91316 (818) 995-1162 
Chris (Mon, Tue, Wed, Thu, Fri 10-9); (Sat 10-6); (Sun 10-5)  
   
Hobby Zone 1617A Victory Blvd.,  Glendale Ca 91201 (818) 546-2291 
Edwin (Mon, Tue, Wed, Thu, Fri, Sat 10-7); (Sun 1-5)  
   
Marty’s Hobbies 1728 Moorpark Rd.,  Thousand Oaks, Ca.   91360 (805) 497-3664 
Marty Friedman (Mon, Tue, Wed, Thu 10-8); (Fri 10-9); (Sat 10-6); (Sun 10-5)  
   
Robin’s Hobby 1844 W.  Glenoaks Blvd.,  Glendale, CA  91201 (818) 240-2093 
Robin Hambley (Mon, Tue, Wed, Thu, Fri, Sat 10-7); (Sun 12-4)  
   
Smith Brothers 8941 Reseda Blvd., Northridge, CA 91325 (818) 885-8636 
David (Mon, Tue, Wed, Thu, Fri, Sat 10-7); (Sun 10-5)  

   
TdL Model Systems CNC Foam Cutting by Appointment (818) 652-9366 
Tony di Leo  www.TdLModels.com  
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  AAppoolllloo  XXII  FFaacciilliittyy  SScchheedduullee  ––  22000077  
NOTICE!  It’s still early in the year... Schedule may CHANGE!  Check newsletter or valleyflyers.com for updates! 

 

Date Club Event Contest  Director  (CD) 

FEBRUARY 

10 SAT VF Numb Thumb Fun Fly/Night Fly 4pm-9pm  Jason Pakfar jason@lajets.org 

17 
18 

SAT ½ Day 
SUN 

VF 
T-6 / AirCruiser / Slo Quickie / 

Trainer Pylon Race 
George Finch gwfinch@aol.com 

MARCH 

4 SUN BSS Electric C/L Tony Nacarado Will Not Affect Runway Flying 

11 SUN GSS Giant Scale Fly In Marv Zauss mzauss@earthlink.net 

24 – 25 SAT & SUN VF 
SAE Aero Design – West  
Payload Lifting Competition 

Sam Gengo thevalleyflyer@yahoo.com 

APRIL 

20 FRI ½ Day 

21 – 22 SAT & SUN 
VF 

Q40/Q500 / APRA/AMA 
West Coast Racing Series 

George Finch gwfinch@aol.com 

MAY 

5 SAT VF Fun Fly / Engine Clinic Dave Hendrex  

6 SUN VCB C/L Stunt Clinic – 2 circles   

19 – 20 SAT & SUN VF LA JETS Spring 2007 - 2 Days Billy Edwards billy@lajets.org 

JUNE 

8 FRI ½ Day 

9 – 10 SAT & SUN 
VF 

Howard Reed Memorial 
Q40/Q500 / APRA/AMA Pylon 
Races Western Championship  

Barry Leavengood bl10@yahoo.com 

24 SUN GSS Giant Scale Fly In Dave Hendrex  

JULY 

7 – 8 SAT & SUN BSS Two-Day All Electric Fun-Fly Tony Nacarado  

22 SUN VF 
T-6 / AirCruiser / Slo Quickie / 

Trainer Pylon Race 
Chuck Thompson chuckthompson@mac.com 

24 TUE VF Club Meeting at Field 7:30 PM Jason Pakfar Night Fly - jason@lajets.org 

AUGUST 

4 – 5 SAT & SUN VF LA JETS – Summer 07 – 2 Days Billy Edwards billy@lajets.org 

12 SUN VCB Carrier/P-40 Contest – 5 Circles No Heli Flying Runway & Electric Areas Open 

17 FRI 

18 – 19 SAT & SUN 
VF 

Scale Masters Qualifier 
AMA Scale, Expert, Sport & Fun 

Don Goeschl justice.ggd@verizon.net 

SEPTEMBER 

AUG 31 FRI ½ Day 

SEP 1 – 2 SAT & SUN 
VF Helicopter Classic Eric Pacheco eric@airworksrc.com 

3 MON VF Helicopter Seminar & Clinic Helicopter Circles Only – Field Open to Public! 

16 SUN GSS Giant Scale Fly In Jay Repogle  

30 SUN BSS All Electric Fun Fly Tony Nacarado  

OCTOBER 

6 – 7 SAT & SUN VCB 
Hi Johnson Memorial C/L Stunt 

Contest – 4 Circles 
J. Silver No Heli Flying 

14 SUN GSS Giant Scale Non-Flying BBQ  Field Is Open! 

21 SUN VF Valley Flyers Fun Fly / BBQ Bob Smith flynbs@socal.rr.com 

NOVEMBER 

10 Sat Eve VF November Night Fly 4pm-9pm  Jason Pakfar jason@lajets.org 

25 SUN VF LA JETS – Fall 2007 – 1 Day Billy Edwards billy@lajets.org 

DECEMBER 

8 Sat Night VF Valley Flyers Holiday Party Vic Schneidau videovic10@yahoo.com 

9 SUN GSS Toys-for-Tots - Open to all sizes Darrell Martin dmartin168@aol.com 
 

½ Day: Although the schedule states ½ day for the first day of a multi day event, the field may be closed before noon if a significant number of 
event participants are present and ready to fly.  For Pylon Racing, the field will always be open for sport flying during the practice day morning. 

 

AMA Academy of Model Aeronautics Official national body for model aviation in the United States 

APRA Arizona Pylon Racing Association Quickie pylon racing rules committee 

BSS Black Sheep Squadron Peanut scale, miniature, electric, and indoor aircraft 

GSS Giant Scale Squadron Giant Scale flying club 

VCB Valley Circle Burners Control Line (C/L) flying club – The 4 events do not effect runway activities. 

VF Valley Flyers San Fernando Valley R/C flying club 
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