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March 2009Valley Flyers Host SAE Aero Design West Competition
45 Collegate Teams Compte with  Original Designs

The Valley Flyers recently hosted the 
successful 2009 SAE Aero Design West 
competition, providing undergraduate 
and graduate engineering students, from 
all over the world, with a real-life engi-
neering exercise. 

The annual competition attracted an esti-
mated 1000 students, teachers, engineers, 
pilots and spectators. More on Page 8. 



Congratulations Avi
Chuck Thompson - Vice President

I’m filling in as guest Editor for Avi 
this month. He’s had his hands full 
recently, most importantly with his 
new model. Congratulations to Avi 
and Kerry Melman, on the birth of 
their daughter, Aaliyah Ava. Avi sent 
me some nice photos of her and I’ve included one below.

Avi & Kerry Melman would like to announce the birth of their daugh-

ter, Aaliyah Ava! Born on 3/10/09 at 11:34am - 6 lbs. 15 oz.
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Special Notice...

At this this month’s meeting we will have items for 
sale from the modeling estate of designer Dan Palmer. 

Items include radios, engines, retracts, building supplies, 
tools and more. Featuring an impressive, ready to fin-
ish 1/5th scale, 96” OV-10 Bronco, designed and built 
by Dan himself. Many of Dan’s unique, multi-engine 
designs are still available from www.kitcutters.com.

DAN SAXON PALMER 1920 – 2006

Dan Saxon Palmer,  AIA,  rece ived his  archi tectura l  degree 
f rom New York Univers i ty  before  see ing Army ser v ice 
in  Europe in  WWII.  Upon his  re turn to  c iv i l ian l i fe , 
Dan bui l t  an extens ive  archi tectura l  pract ice  throughout 
the  United States ,  rece iv ing many awards  for  hi s  work. 
The houses  he  des igned by the  thousands  for  re turning 
veterans  can be  seen thr  oughout  the  San Fernando Val-
ley,  as  wel l  a s  in  many other  communit ies  in  Cal i fornia . 
His  mid-century  work in  Palm Spr ings  recent ly  had a 
re t rospect ive  in  the  museum there ,  where  hi s  merchant 
bui l t  houses  now command seven f igures .  Among many 
other  notable  bui ld ings ,  Dan des igned the  f i r s t  h igh r i se 
bui ld ing in  the  c i ty  of  Los  Angeles .  Dan was  mult i - ta l -
ented,  an ar t i s t  and watercolor i s t  a s  wel l  a s  archi tect ,  an 
invent ive  engineer  and problem solver.  In  hi s  la ter  years , 
Dan div ided his  love  for  a l l  th ings  mechanica l  between 
the  res torat ion of  Br i t i sh  spor ts  cars ,  mainly  MG’s ,  and 
his  f ina l  pass ion,  the  des ign and met iculous  creat ion of 
model  a i rp lanes .  His  research was  extens ive ,  every  draw-
ing done by hand,  every  spec i f icat ion he  wrote  deta i led. 

His  widow has  donated the  contents  of  h i s  workshop to 
the  f ly ing c lub in  hi s  memory.



The checking account balance is 
$6389 less outstanding items for 
AMA fees and field maintenance.

Treasurer, Bob Smith

Safety
Gene Haban - Safety Officer

Treasurers Report 
Bob Smith - Treasurer

March 2009

Program for March 24th Meeting

By Bob Joyce – Program Director

The program for the March 24 
meeting will feature highlights of 
the 2008 Joe Nall RC Event.  This 
professionally shot video contains 
a wide variety of air vehicle types 
and flying styles that should be of 
interest to all members.  It in-
cludes hovering jets, tail dipping 
aerobats (their planes not their 
own), beautifully detailed and well flown scale airplanes 
(including a Giant B-29 doing a flat (almost) spin), and 
wild helicopter demonstrations.  With music and narra-
tion the video is guarantied entertainment.  You’re wel-
come to bring guests including your kids who are sure to 
get a kick out of watching it.

Hope to see you at the meeting.  Meanwhile, “happy 
and safe flying” to all of you.

Bob Joyce

    

I’m going to take some time 
this month to address some 
safety issues in regards to the 
park flyer area. 

Not only has it been brought 
to my attention, but I have been witnessing several 
pilots flying their aircraft outside of the park flyer 
area. The boundary of the park flyer area consists of 
the grass area north of the pits and taxi way, west of 
the runway and pilot stations, the park flyer pilot 
pads and to the access road coming in from Wood-
ley.  On many occasions I have reminded pilots of 
these limits as have other club members at the field.  
Do not over fly pilots out on the main runway, per-
sons or vehicles over in the access road or parking 
lot, the charging station area, the taxi ways or the 
pits. Please stay with these boundaries and we can 
minimize accidents to persons or property.  I would 
also like to mention that there have been several 
pilots flying from in front of the charging station / 
tables.  This is not a safe place to fly from as you are 
too close to the pit area / charging station and may 
have the potential of over flying the boundaries of 
the park flyer area or having an accident of some 
type.  

Another concern is the type of aircraft that are be-
ing flown in the park flyer area.  Some of these air-
craft are well over 2 pounds or fly over 60 miles per 
hour, in some cases both.  There is a scale that is set 
up on the table by the shed where you can check 
the weight of your aircraft.  Please, if it is more 
than 2 pounds, take it to the main runway and 
fly it their.  As far as gauging speed of the aircraft, 
most aircraft manufactures will tell you what the 
aircraft is capable of doing with their recommended 
set ups.  If you don’t know how fast you are going, 
but the aircraft is really “Booking”, then chances 
are your going well over 60 miles per hour (closer 
to 100 miles per hour) and should be on the main 
runway.  

Safety is key here folks, if this keeps happening I 
would have no other alternative than to discontinue 
the flow of electricity to the charging stations and 
require the involvement of the Department of Parks 
and Recreations.  I don’t want to be the bad guy 
here, but Safety is the number one issue at hand 
here.  We all need to be vigilant about this. 
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General Meeting Minutes 
February 24, 2009 

Meeting called to order at 7:30

42 Members in attendance

Welcome to three new Members. 
Welcome Jim and Elizabeth Rob-
les and Frank Miller

Motion to accept the January minutes as published was 
seconded and passed.

The Club’s newsletters from 1965 through 1969 have 
been scanned by Chuck Thompson and are now up on 
our web site at valleyflyers.com so anyone may browse 
the rich history and nostalgia of  our club from the 
“Newsletter” page. It’s nice to be a part of  a club with 
such a long history. Sam Gengo brought several printed 
copies of  the February newsletter for distribution.  

There were 46 entries for the Fun Fly including a couple 
of  juniors under 10 years old. Tony di Leo will be busy 
with all the new members. If  any one is interested in 
helping Tony with flight training, contact Tony at 818-
652-9366 or email him at toniano@yahoo.com and let 
him know you if  can take on a student or two. Willy 
Gardner has completed the interior for the new contain-
er. We need 4 yards of  concrete to finish the Park Flyer 
area. We will be purchasing the concrete. They will be 
pouring the Park Flyer area and a pad for the up coming 
generator container. 

Dave Sweany and another volunteer installed 3 PVC 
pipes from the new shed to a distribution point. The en-
tire power system will be rewired and placed in the new 
generator container. This will limit damage in the event 
of  fire from all the other containers.  

Once the park flyer pads are done, we can start working 
on covers and tables. This will hopefully help contain 
the Park Flyers from intruding on the runway, infield 
and pits.

The club has grown, the field has grown, and our events 
have grown. We will start needing a Pit Boss to help 
control operations. We also began implementing wrist 
bands for events. On Sunday, Randy Mytar brought out a 
plane and was flying on pad 1 when he was almost struck 
with a large electric Bearcat. A lesson he learned from 
this incident was that he will for now on, he will fly with 
a spotter. You cannot fly a plane and keep track of  an out 
of  control plane at the same time. As a reminder, AMA 
insurance coverage requires that the pilot has a spotter.

Our next area of  concentration will be the Helicopter 
area. We may be able to get concrete donations during 
the summer. There’s some news concerning the Santa 
Fe Dam field that George discussed. The Santa Fe Dam 
flying field is now closed. A member of  their club, who 
did not like large airplanes, brought out an AMA VP to 
their field to complain about the configuration of  the 
runway in respect to the local freeway. The VP pulled 
the insurance for the club, and the parks closed the field. 
Apparently, there was no appeal, no prior notice, they 
just pulled the insurance.

Sam Gengo: You know him from his “RC eNews” 
emails. SAE has an event for collage students to de-
sign and fly planes to see which team can lift the most 
weight. This event was held on March 6th, 7th and 8th. 
The 6th was for technical / safety inspections of  the en-
tries at the Airtel Hotel and trail flights for the entrants. 
The field was closed to sport flying from Thursday at 
dusk until Sunday afternoon. 

Break

4



Giant Scale Fun Fly is on March 22.  Volunteer are 
needed to help or bring your giant scale plane out to fly. 
Jets are welcomed GS jets are defined as having a com-
bined wingspan and fuselage length of  140 inches. 

Eric Stolz is here to demonstrate the new Real Flight 
G4.5 flight simulator. If  you have G4, you can get a free 
4.5 upgrade. You cannot upgrade from version 3 as the 
controller is different. It comes with 70 aircraft and 25 
flying sites. You can import your own photo fields. It 
comes with adjustable physics, with three modes, begin-
ner, intermediate and advanced. It comes with improved 
collision detection. The graphics have been improved 
with more detail. There’s night flying. It includes depth 
of  field mode which runs best on higher powered sys-
tems. Eric now demonstrated navigation through the 
software, and demonstrates various flights.

Meeting adjourned at 9:00 PM

Mort Roaenthal explains the worlds most complex R/C cowl with remote flaps.

Mort builds amazing models! One couldn’t help but notce that his unique cowl design, bears a striking resemblance to the Large Hadron Collider!

Randy Mytar shares his latest creation. 

Demonstration of a new plane holding tecnique? Bullfignting? 
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A little back ground on the history of the Reed Packard award. 

The Reed Packard award is the club’s Modeler of the Year 
Award. It is normally presented at the annual holiday party. It 
was around 1983 that the board decided that the annual award 
would be renamed ‘Reed Packard’. Marv Zauss was the first 
named recipient. The prior years winner retains the perpetual 
plaque, along with his or her own individual gift.

The ‘active’ club recipients are Marv Zauss, Willie Gardner, 
Dale Utterback, Bob Smith, Dave Hendrex, Ron Nelson, Ricc 
Bieber, Harvey Elmes, Barry Leavengood, George Finch, Sam 
Gengo, Gary Stevens, Bob Adams, Jason Pakfar and Dave 
Sweany. We will decide the 2008 recipient.

The recently deceased Valley Flyer past president,  
Phil Mosko, was the 1984 recipient.

If you ever have the opportunity to view the club’s scrapbook, 
you will see many pictures taken by Reed, including the major-
ity of the club’s newsletter cover page pictures taken from the 
1960’s through 1982. Over this time, Reed made our news-

letter the most enviable one on 
the West Coast, with its excellent 
photos. This still is an expensive 
process, getting ‘quality’ black and 
white photos in your newsletter 
(well above the photocopy quality) 
and Reed provided it for no cost 
for many years!

In the photo album, you’ll also see a picture or two of a small 
dog pulling a model back to the pit area. This was Reed’s be-
loved pet, Sidney. At the time, it would be unheard of to have a 
dog in the pits, but Sidney was the exception!

Reed was a very mild mannered individual that was willing to 
help others experience the joy of the hobby. He built mostly 
pattern and Scale aircraft. Silk and dope was typically the finish 
with K&B Epoxy the alternative. And well built and finished 
they were.

Reed would invite me to his home to help learn about finishing 
out an airplane. Over time I learned this was a gift and an art 
form. “Racer” Bob and Chuck Smith had it. Most did not. I 
also had support the prior owners of The Hobby House in the 
early 70’s. Those folks, Ken and Loretta Hall, introduced me 
to Reed as one of their many friends that helped their students. 
Reed stood with me many times on the flight line while I was 
learning to land. He was a very patient man! 

Reed typifies the high standard of one who gives his time and 
knowledge to the club and its members. 
 
On behalf of the previous recipients of the award, congratula-
tions to;

Chuck Thompson as the 2008 Reed Packard and Modeler of 
the Year award recipient!

Sincerely, Bob Smith

2008 REED PACKARD AWARD 
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Valley Flyer historic, Reed Packard photos;
 
The new runway May 4, 1973 (above)
 
Sidney, Reed Packard's dog (previous page)
 
Valley Flyers toasting new runway (below) 

L-R unknown, Jay Replogle, (Ken & Loretta Hall 
previous Hobby House owners)Charlie Shaw, 
?,?,?,Ron Schorr doing rabbit ears to ? and I be-
lieve Reed Packard's daughter holding Sidney

Loretta Hall's runway thank you article (left)
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This competition provides exposure to the kinds of situations that 
engineers face in the real work environment. Students design and 
build unique aircraft to carry heavy loads.
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Hard working Valley Flyers CD Sam Gengo kept things running smoothly.
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Overall Competition Scores 
Regular Class Overall Score After Round 8 

Aero-Design Report Scores

Pos Team # School EW
Bonus

Success
flt 

Bonus
Prediction Penalty

Points Design Oral. Raw
Flight OverAll

1 002 Kansas State Univ 10.000 --- 12.257 0.00 48.1361 44.6667 98.800 213.8600
2 007 Boise State Univ 10.000 --- 13.129 0.00 41.6238 49.3333 90.800 204.8863
3 004 Univ of British Columbia 10.000 --- 8.392 0.00 41.1289 48.0000 83.200 190.7205
4 017 Univ of Manitoba 10.000 --- 0.000 0.00 45.0500 39.3333 88.400 182.7833
5 001 Ecole Polytechnique De Montreal 0.000 --- 0.000 0.00 47.2567 47.6667 85.600 180.5234
6 011 Portland State Univ 0.000 --- 0.000 0.00 45.5000 46.0000 80.800 172.3000
7 010 Universidad Metropolitana 10.000 --- 0.000 0.00 36.0222 41.6667 81.600 169.2889
8 030 Politechnika Poznanska 0.000 --- 0.000 0.00 39.2344 45.3333 78.400 162.9677
9 013 Northern Arizona Univ 10.000 --- 0.000 10.00 41.9944 41.0000 79.200 162.1944
10 023 California State Univ - Long Beach 10.000 --- 0.000 0.00 45.9444 41.3333 64.000 161.2777
11 018 Ecole National D_Aerotechnique 0.000 --- 3.337 0.00 43.2967 37.0000 72.800 156.4336
12 008 Michigan Tech Univ 10.000 --- 0.000 0.00 42.7222 41.6667 56.000 150.3889
13 027 Univ of Toronto 10.000 --- 0.000 0.00 39.0167 45.0000 48.000 142.0167
14 029 Rzeszow University of Technology 0.000 --- 11.443 0.00 23.1033 41.6667 62.800 139.0129
15 025 UNEFA 0.000 --- 0.000 0.00 43.3350 38.3333 39.200 120.8683
16 026 Iowa State Univ 0.000 --- 0.000 10.00 28.9389 35.6667 59.600 114.2056
17 033 Wroclaw University of Technology 10.000 --- 0.000 0.00 39.2278 39.3333 24.000 112.5611
18 024 Ecole De Technologie Superieure 0.000 --- 0.000 10.00 46.9444 47.3333 24.000 108.2777
19 019 Univ of Alberta 0.000 --- 0.000 0.00 42.7111 36.6667 28.400 107.7778
20 021 Park College of Engrg 0.000 --- 0.000 0.00 22.1972 41.6667 28.800 92.6639
21 016 Interamerican Univ of Puerto Rico 0.000 --- 0.000 0.00 44.3220 47.6667 0.000 91.9887
22 014 Univ of Portland 10.000 --- 0.000 0.00 38.6167 40.3333 0.000 88.9500
23 012 Univ of Akron 0.000 --- 0.000 0.00 40.1961 48.0000 0.000 88.1961
24 020 Univ of Calif - Davis 0.000 --- 0.000 0.00 44.2056 38.0000 0.000 82.2056
25 022 New Mexico Inst of Mining 0.000 --- 0.000 0.00 37.6333 43.3333 0.000 80.9666
26 003 South Dakota Sch of Mines 0.000 --- 0.000 10.00 41.7711 35.6667 0.000 67.4378
27 031 Delhi College of Engineering 0.000 --- 0.000 10.00 9.8922 38.6667 0.000 38.5589
28 015 California State Univ - Fullerton 0.000 --- 0.000 5.00 0.0000 26.6667 0.000 21.6667
29 032 Univ of Texas - Pan American 0.000 --- 0.000 0.00 2.1667 0.0000 0.000 2.1667
30 028 California State Univ - Los Angeles 0.000 --- 0.000 0.00 0.0000 0.0000 0.000 0.0000
31 009 Universidad Autonoma De Nuevo Leon 0.000 --- 0.000 0.00 0.0000 0.0000 0.000 0.0000

Page 1 of 32009 Lockheed Martin/SAE Aero-Design Competition

3/8/2009http://192.168.1.100/print.pl?action=overallScore&aClass=&round=8
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Everyone had a great time 
at the Winter Fun Fly 
and Swap Meet! Here are 
some photos of the event. 
We had a good tornout 
with more than 50 regis-
tered pilots.
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Tips & Tricks
 
Wires

Get a hold of a junk VCR and take it apart. Quite often 
there are a lot of wire harnesses in it. While the wire is 
other colors, as well as black and red, it is high quality 
and works very well for RC hookups.

Lite Ply Replacement

My favorite material is “doorskins” to use in place of Lite 
Ply. You can purchase these at your local building supply 
company for around 5 bucks. The sheets are 36-inches 
wide by 80-inches high and about 1/8-inch thick. I have 
used this in place of Lite Ply in fuselage sides, hatches, 
landing gear mounts, servo 
mounts, etc., and have never 
had a failure.

Plywood on the cheap

Also along those lines, 
cabinet makers have birch- 
and oak-faced ply pieces in 
different sizes 1/4-inches 
thick, that they will sell to 
you for a responable price. I 
use these for firewalls, gear 
mounts in bigger airplanes, 
and you can double them 
up to make firewalls for gas 
engines.

Hardwood

For spars, I use 1/4 x 8 feet 
poplar or maple. One board 
can be carefully cut in a 
table saw with a fine blade 
(be safe when you use power 
tools). You can cut these in 
1/4 x 3/8, 1/4 x 1/2, etc. 
and make enough sticks to 
last for years! 

—all from the First State 
R/C Club, Willmington, 
Delaware
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                                          Apollo XI Facility Schedule – 2009
                                              Organized Events Provide Field Improvements for Everyone!

Date Club Event
FEBRUARY

MARCH

APRIL
3

MAY

3

JUNE

 Western 
Championship

JULY

AUGUST

SEPTEMBER

OCTOBER

NOVEMBER

DECEMBER

½ Day
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Fellow Member Has Investment Opportunity 
with Animation Project!

How would you like to become a part of a new trend of 
mixing Hollywood award-winning storytelling with the 
visual appeal of Japanese Anime? Hi, I’m Avi Melman, 
fellow member.  I started with the Club about 3 years 
ago but lately my flying time has been taken up by work:  
Right now, our studio is co-producing a huge animation 
project with global marketing strategies.  Interested in 
some profit-sharing potential?  A percentage of income 
from DVDs, video games, toys, comics, etc. can be yours.  
My team is selling “Producers Points” in our production.  
Interested in more info, email me at amelman@cyber-
graphix-anim.com or call me at 818-216-8825.


